Direct and reported speech
We can write speech in two ways – as direct speech or as reported speech.
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The lady said, “My bag is heavy.”
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The lady said that her bag was heavy.

[image: image1]
Practice

After each sentence, write if direct speech (DS) or reported speech (RS) is used.
1. “Why are you late?” the teacher asked.  __DS____
2. The doctor said that the boy had measles. _______
3. Mr Mc Dougall remarked that it was a lovely day. _______
4. “Please help me wash up, Conor,” Mr Kerr requested. _____
5. “Send for the police!” the man shouted.   ________
6. Shannon said that she would come with us.  _______
7. Erin said, “I will come with you.”   ________
8. “It’s too cold,” the lady complained.   ______
Challenge
Write these sentences as reported speech.

1. “How old are you?” the boy asked the old man.

    The boy asked the old man how old he was.

2. “Bring me my dinner,” the queen ordered the servant.
   __________________________________________________________

3. The teacher said, “You must do your homework, Ben.”

   __________________________________________________________

4. “It’s snowing!” the children cried.

  ___________________________________________________________

5. “My car can go fast,” boasted the racing driver.

  ___________________________________________________________
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This is direct speech.


The lady’s exact words are inside the speech marks.





This is reported speech.


The lady’s exact words are not used.


Speech words are not used either.
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