
 

Weekly Work - Home Learning for Self Isolating Pupils 

Class: Barn Owl and Kestrel Week Beginning: 16.11.2020 
 

Literacy  Continue to practise writing the sounds learnt so far – s, a, t, p, i, n, m, d, g, o, c, k, e, u.  Focus on correct formation of letters.  Practise 
writing your name with correct formation. 

 This week we are learning more about the concept of a word and how words are used to create a sentence.  Read the attached 
powerpoint story ‘Cat on the Mat’.  This is a simple text that children will begin to easily learn by heart.  As you read you must make sure 
that you point to each word as you say them.  When your child has heard the story numerous times, encourage them to read it to you, 
also pointing to the words as they say them. 

 Ask them to think about what happened next in the story (after the final page). 

 Use the attached sheet to do the matching initial sounds activity. 

 Make some stick puppets of the animals and your own mat.  Ask your child to tell you the story using these puppets and from memory if 
possible. 

 Make the story more exciting by adding more interesting descriptive vocabulary.  For example, you could say ‘The enormous, heavy 
elephant sat on the mat’, or your child might suggest other words for the animals (scared, soft, angry etc). 

 Write out the words on a long strip of paper – The cat sat on the mat.   (Or use the attached typed version).  Ask your child to count the 
words.  If they have difficulty understanding this, place a counter on each of the words and ask them again.  Next, ask them to cut 
between the words in the spaces, so that they then have the separate 6 words.  Jumble them up.  Ask if they can use their knowledge of 
first sounds to help put the words in the correct order, emphasising that the first word has the capital letter and the last word has a full 
stop.  If your child has difficulty doing this, then provide the strip above for them to match their words.  Finally, ask your child to say the 
sentence, pointing to each word as you say them.  Do this together if necessary.  Well done – you are begun to learn the concept of a 
word! 

 Read books (depending on what your child is fetching home) on Oxford Owl e-library https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-school/oxford-
owl-ebook-collection 

 Please ensure that you always ask your child ‘What happens next in the story?’  We have found that children are still finding this quite 
difficult as it is an open-ended question.  Reassure them that there is no wrong answer, although you can guide them to a reasonable 
answer! 

Phonics Use these links to follow the Reception phonics scheme at home:  Learn to read ‘b’, ‘f’, ‘l’, learn to read words and recap the week. 

 Monday – Lesson 21  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RkzQ9pHFVBQ  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=seW4SkcP4aE  

 Tuesday – Lesson 22  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qoST9JY65Vo        https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pp1ozbymdcQ  

 Wednesday – Lesson 23   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yVtuVItok04      https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3eMik0VDP38  

 Thursday – Lesson 24  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PvFTMZzpfvY      https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1_SlV9QJa4U  

 Friday  - Lesson 25  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hcPHae8DHM8        https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pvly5A2TLKA   
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Numeracy  This week we are learning to subitise and estimate. 

 Do these activities within the range of numbers that your child is confident with. 

 To gauge if your child can subitise (this means looking at a quantity and knowing how many there are almost instantly without having to 
count), play a game of rolling a dice and jumping that many jumps.  Can they subitise up to 3?  Up to 6? 

 Estimating is looking at some quantities and having a reasonable and sensible guess to how many there are.  For example, if you were to 
show your child 5 cars, then covered them up very quickly, would they estimate somewhere between 4 – 6? 

 It is important to stress to your child that this is about getting close – praise your child for this so that they do not feel as though they are 
‘wrong’ when they count to check the answer.  Simply say ‘Well done – that was a very close estimation!’ 

 Repeat the activity everyday throughout the week and you should see progress. 

 You may wish you teach your child using the ‘2D octagon and estimating’ powerpoint presentation. 

Understanding 
the World & 
RE 
 

This week we are looking at the festival of ‘Diwali’.  View the links below 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/15451833  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/lets-celebrate-diwali  
Link this to other festivals and how people celebrate in different ways.  Many festivals and celebrations use light (fireworks, candles, lights) to 
bring joy to the world. 
Read the story behind Diwali (Story of Rama & Sita). 

Creative 
 
 

Make your very own Diva lamp!  https://www.earlyyearsresources.co.uk/blog/2013/10/how-to-make-a-simple-diva-lamp/  
At school we are using salt-dough and this can be cooked slowly at a low temperature to dry it before painting and decorating.   
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/howto/guide/how-make-salt-dough-recipe  

    
PE 
 
 

Cosmic Kids Yoga – 
https://cosmickids.com/video/the-owl-and-the-pussycat-a-cosmic-kids-yoga-adventure/  

 

Please remember there’s also lots of resources online including: Phonics Play (user name: march20, password: home) visit phase 1 and 2 areas. 

Please email your work to the class email if you would like feedback. 
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