
The Parish Church of St Mary the Virgin, Shenfield
THELINK

Sunday 1st November 2026
All Saints day
[Year A]

Please come to the Altar Rail and kneel or stand to receive Communion or a Blessing.
If you are coming forward for a blessing or prefer not to receive the wine from the chalice, please remain at the rail until after those administering the chalices have passed you. Please follow the directions of the Churchwarden.

An offertory collection will be received at all services.

Please stay after the Sunday 9.30am service for refreshments that will be served from the back of the church. 

8 am Holy Communion 
Celebrant: Revd Canon Darren Barlow
Server: Sam Critchley

 9.30 am Parish Eucharist
Celebrant: Revd Canon Darren Barlow
Server/Crossbearer: Shefali Kulkarni

Music
	Organist Suzanna Brooks 
	

	Setting
	Thorne with clapping Gloria

	Processional Hymn 
Action Song 
	296 For all the saints (omit vv. 4-6) 
Let’s clap our hands to the saints up high 

	Gradual Hymn 
	Jesus is King and I will extol him (blue sheets no. 3) 

	Offertory Hymn 
	394 Tell out my soul 

	Communion Anthem 
	Abba, Father, send your Spirit (CHB 5, sheet)  

	Communion Hymns 
	310 Thanks be to God for his saints  
429 Bread is blessed and broken 

	Recessional Hymn 
	O when the saints (blue sheets no. 1)  



V
FOOTSTEPS CRECHE IN THE TURNER VESTRY (except on a First Sunday)
 TREKKERS IN THE TRITTON VESTRY (except on a First Sunday) (Term time only)


6.30 pm Evensong
Officiant: Revd Canon Darren Barlow
Preacher: Canon Paul Betts
Crossbearer: Ray Jones
Senior Sidesperson: James Anderson (Churchwarden)
 
Readings
Isaiah 65.17-25: Michael Bloomfield
 Hebrews 11.32-12.2: Brenda Bloomfield

Music
	Organist Suzanna Brooks 
	 

	Processional Hymn 
	296 For all the saints (omit vv.4 & 5) 

	Responses 
	Ferial 

	Psalm 
	148 
	 
	 

	Magnificat 
	A 
	 
	 

	Nunc Dimittis 
	A 
	 
	 

	Anthem 
	There is a higher throne Keith and Kristyn Getty) 

	Hymn 
	308 Rejoice in God’s saints, today and all days! 

	Final Hymn 
	601 Blessed assurance




Thursday 5th November 2026
 11.00 am Holy Communion
Revd Canon Darren Barlow 
Server: Pauline Sweetingham

Sunday 8th November 2026
1050 am Act of Remembrance


​Notices
Please note that the CHURCH OPENING TIMES will change to 9am-3pm from Monday, 26th October now the nights are drawing in.

"CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS - meeting after church on Sunday 1st November

We are blessed at St Mary's with many volunteers who help out in lots of different ways: gardening, cleaning, reading in church, running creche and Trekkers, welcoming people to services, locking up, and much more. 
We truly appreciate all your work - quite simply, without your help, we couldn't operate as a church!

On Sunday 1st November, directly after the 9:30am service, we are hosting a short meeting for all current volunteers, whatever they do. This will be an opportunity to celebrate the great work happening, ask questions, and learn more about how we manage volunteering as a church.

Attendance is not mandatory, but everyone is very welcome - and there will be special cake!"

Do please join us for our BRING -A-BOTTLE COFFEE TIME on Thursday 5th November, after the 11am service. Arrive anytime before 2pm.  The idea is that you bring a full, unopened bottle of anything and donate it ready for the Bottle Tombola stall at our Christmas Bazaar. In exchange we offer you cake with coffee/tea and a chance to chat to others. All are welcome - please do invite your family and friends!

OPEN BRANCH – Our next meeting is on Thursday, the 12th November at 8pm in the Shenfield Parish Hall and our speaker is Alex Mair whose talk is entitled ‘VIP Close Protection Officer’.   This should be a very interesting subject!       We are always pleased to welcome visitors to any of our meetings; you pay £5 at the door which will be refunded if you decide to join as a member.   Everybody is welcome!   We are running the cake/bake stall (sweet and savoury) at the Christmas Bazaar on the 28th November and we will have lists at our meeting for anyone to sign if they can help on the stall or bake/donate any goods.     Hope to see you on the 12th.   Pat Masters (218218)

We need some help to get ready for our CHRISTMAS BAZAAR on Saturday, 28th November in St Mary's School Hall. Please look at the sign up sheets at the back of the church and see how you can help or contact Debbie Catton.

CHRISTINGLE SERVICES
In preparation for this year's Christingle services, we need volunteers please to help make the Christingles on Saturday 12th December from 9.30am until midday in the Vestry. If you're able to help, please email christinglestmarys@outlook.com and we will send you the details.

You may have noticed the transformation in the SCHOOL CHURCHYARD recently. Big thanks go to Andrew Lynch, from our congregation, and the Community Payback scheme, who have started working with us here at St Marys. This is an ongoing partnership to help us with our churchyard maintenance.

Please help us by TIDYING YOUR PEW after the services. Now we do not have a caretaker who used to do most of the tidying and cleaning it is down to us all to help out a little. If you find yourself with an extra 10 mins after church one day there is a list of 'CLEANING TASKS' at the back of the church, several of which can be easily done in that time. Do please take a look. Thank you!

HELP NEEDED -DELIVERING CHURCH CHRISTMAS CARDS
Each year, St. Mary’s Church undertakes the huge task of delivering a Christmas card to every home in the parish. This card also gives details of the forthcoming services for the Christmas period. Whilst I have a very loyal group of people who continue to deliver these cards, I am always looking for new volunteers. Typically, this involves being allocated about 40 cards to be delivered in the first week of December. If you feel able to help this year, then please could you contact me either via email: Judith.gupta@live.co.uk  Or message me on 07986047090 or 01277 227040.
AUTUMN is here! The dry weather has caused the leaves to fall early in the church car park and churchyard outside of the church. If anyone would be willing to use the petrol leaf blower to help tidy things up, it would be greatly appreciated. Please let Debbie know. Thank you.

We are in the process of trying to onboard new members for our YOUNG CHURCH TEAM to help in Trekkers and Foot Steps as we are very short at the moment. if you have offered your help through the priorities leaflet we have been in touch with you. With this in mind, we have made the decision to cancel Foot Prints when we do not have enough volunteers. 

DO YOU GET a copy of the PARISH MAGAZINE each month? Catch up on the latest happenings at St Marys! Pick up a subscription form from the back of the church.

DO YOU WEAR A HEARING AID IN CHURCH?
Just to make everybody aware that we do have a hearing loop system in church. If you use a hearing aid you should set it to the 'T' position to use the loop system. Please let one of the church wardens know if this is working for you.

SIGN-UP ROTAS: If you are willing to read a Bible passage during a service or serve refreshments after a 9.30am service, please sign up on the sheets on the pinboard at the back of church. Thank you.

FOODBANK: To make the Foodbank donations' container more accessible and obvious it has been placed in the church porch and is named The Trussell Truck. This should enable donations to be put in the truck more easily when entering the church. The Foodbank demand for donations is increasing and school holidays increase the demand. One small donation can make a difference to a family struggling to feed hungry children. All non-perishable items are gratefully received. Helen Dick.

YEAR’S MIND: a booklet in which the names of the departed, as requested, are recorded so that they can be included in the Prayers in church and in TheLink at the appropriate time. If you would like the name of a loved one to be recorded in this booklet and included in the Parish’s prayers, please inform Paul Betts of the person’s name and date of death in writing (to fulfil a legal requirement).

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE REGISTER & SIGNING UP FOR SERVICES: If you wish your attendance to be recorded for school admission purposes, please speak to Edna Grimble to be added to the school church attendance register. If you are on the school attendance register, please use the St Mary The Virgin Ticket Tailor page to book    services:  https://buytickets.at/stmarythevirginshenfield  February’s copy of the Parish Magazine has two articles explaining the Electoral Roll and School Attendance Register if you would like to know more. Copies are available at the back of the church at a cost of £1. Alternatively, you may like to subscribe to the Parish Magazine on an annual basis to keep in touch with all that is going on at St Mary’s.


HELP BRING OUR HISTORIC SCHOOL TURRET CLOCK BACK TO LIFE
The clock has recently received some long-overdue attention and now runs reasonably well but has suffered from poor maintenance over many decades. It has become clear that the clock shows signs of requiring a full overhaul in order to work properly and serve the area for another hundred years. 
The school itself rightly prioritises funding for educational purposes and would not be able to fund this work.
The clock chimes will ring out manually from 2nd November for one week. I would very much like to receive feed-back from church members, local residents, parents and staff on the impact of the clock chiming during this period. 
If you would like to comment on the idea of reinstating the clock, make a donation, or perhaps be part of a small team of individuals working towards the goal of reinstating this local historic asset would you please email johnmchurch55@gmail.com with a subject line School Clock.   
John Church

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM: We are now trying to increase our number of followers on Facebook and Instagram to make more people aware of all the great things going on at St Mary’s Church. If you are on Facebook, please follow us @StMarysShenfield or Instagram, @StMarysChurchShenfield. Please share our posts to help us widen our reach and encourage your friends to do the same. 

If you know anybody who is ILL, has had an ACCIDENT or is about to have / is recovering from an OPERATION who would like to be contacted, please inform a member of the Ministry Team so that we can arrange a call.

Please remember in your prayers
* Peace in the Middle East, especially in Iran and Lebanon, 
* An end to war in Ukraine and Sudan.
* Justice and respect for people of all races and creeds.
* The Prime Minister, the government, the opposition and our local MP.
* The Shenfield Community, especially those living in Shenfield Road.
* Within the wider Anglican Communion, Iglesia Anglicana de la Region Central de America.
* Darren, our Rector, and Revd Tony Burford, our Associate Priest.
* The Cullis Bursary Fund, the trustees and this year’s beneficiaries..
* St Mary’s School and Becket Keys Church of England School.
* The Charities we support as a church.
* The patients and staff in Brentwood Community Hospital and other local hospitals.
* The residents and staff of Old Shenfield Place and other local care homes.
* The local Foodbanks and hubs, the volunteers and those who depend on them.
*  The sick & infirm, and those facing or recovering from surgery, especially, Marion Cork, Clive Garrod, Ros Garrod, Bill Hindley, Helen Jenkins, Rita Kemp, Kirsty Nash, Nan Pulley, Gabriella Rimmel-Perez, Jo Slater, Helen Smalley.
* Those caring for the sick and those supporting others in various ways.
* Those who have died, especially Sheila Alton, their families and friends, and those we remember at this time, especially Bill Anderson, Shirley Charlesworth, Nigel Earle, Bill Meredith  and Betty Weavers.

Contacts and Information

Ministry Team
Revd Canon Darren Barlow  Rector                                      			01277 220360
Rector@StMarysChurch-Shenfield.org.uk
Revd Tony Burford  Associate Priest                                                              07500007479
rev.tony@stmaryschurch-shenfield,org.uk 
Canon (retired) Paul Betts  Licenced Lay Minister                                              01277 228497
bmgardens68@msn.com

Churchwardens	
James Anderson                                                                  			07930 345278	
Debbie Catton                                                                                                 07889 489939

Baptism and Wedding enquiries
Please contact Laura Bazzoni (admin@stmaryschurch-shenfield.org.uk)  	          07464 202917

TheLink
Please give any information in writing to Paul Betts ((paul.betts@stmaryschurch-shenfield.org.uk AND bmgardens68@msn.com: please use both temporarily) and Darren Barlow (Rector@StMarysChurch-Shenfield.org.uk) by 12.00 noon on TUESDAY for the following Sunday.

Website                                                                                                       
Please visit the parish website for further information at… www.stmaryschurch-shenfield.org.uk
