The Parish Church of St Mary the Virgin, Shenfield
THELINK

Sunday 3rd May 2026
THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
[Year A]

Please come to the Altar Rail and kneel or stand to receive Communion or a Blessing.
If you are coming forward for a blessing or prefer not to receive the wine from the chalice, please remain at the rail until after those administering the chalices have passed you. Please follow the directions of the Churchwarden.

An offertory collection will be received at all services.

Please stay after the Sunday 9.30am service for refreshments that will be served from the back of the church. 

8 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
Celebrant: Revd Canon Darren Barlow
Server: Sam Critchley
Senior Sidesperson: Jo Gurney

Readings
Acts 7.55-60: Jo Gurney
John 14.1-14: Julie Church

9.30 am All TogetherJo Gurney Parish Eucharist  
Celebrant: Revd Canon Darren Barlow
Server/Crossbearer: Shefali Kulkarni
Intercessions: Abbie Catton
Senior Sidesperson: Tricia Dyke

Reading
John 14.1-14: Paul Leroyer


Music
	
		Organist Suzanna Brooks 
	 

	Setting 
	Addington (with clapping Gloria) 
	 
	 

	Processional Hymn 
Action Song 
	652 Guide me, O thou great redeemer 
I am the Way, the Truth and the Life 

	Gradual Hymn 
	Jesus is King and I will extol him (blue word sheets no. 3) 

	Offertory Hymn 
	365 Let us build a house 

	Communion Anthem 
	I feel spring in the air today Susan Sayers and Noel Rawsthorne

	Communion Hymns 
	Jesus stand among us (blue word sheets no. 4) 
563 Jesus Christ is waiting 

	Recessional Hymn 
	483 We are marching 




	
	


FOOTSTEPS CRECHE IN THE TURNER VESTRY (except on a First Sunday)
 TREKKERS IN THE TRITTON VESTRY (except on a First Sunday) (Term time only) 


6.30 pm Evensong
Officiant: Canon Paul Betts
Crossbearer: Ray Jones
Senior Sidesperson: James Anderson (Churchwarden)

Readings
Zechariah 4,1-10: James Anderson
Revelation 21.1-14: Michael Bloomfield

Music
	  Processional Hymn 
	671 I will sing the wondrous story 

	Responses 
	Ferial 

	Psalm 
	31 v.1-5 
	 
	 

	Magnificat 
	C 
	 
	 

	Nunc Dimittis 
	C 
	 
	 

	Anthem 
	Teach me O Lord Thomas Attwood  

	Hymn 
	506 (omit v.3) The church’s one foundation 

	Final Hymn 
	291 (Part two, omit v.6 – vv. 5, 7, 8 and doxology) Christ is made the sure foundation 


 

Thursday 7th May 2026

 11.00 am Holy Communion
Celebrant: Revd Canon Darren Barlow
Server: Pauline Sweetingham
Intercessions: Revd Canon Darren Barlow
Senior Sidesperson: Edna Grimble

Readings
Acts 7.55-60: Diana Lane
John 14.1-14: Revd Canon Darren Barlow
 
​Notices

Date  for your diary : Bring and Share Lunch and All Age Quiz supporting Christian Aid Week 2026. 
Sunday, 10th May 12.30-3pm 
Look our for more details. 

Year 6 Confirmation Preparation Sessions on Wednesday, 3.30-4.30pm.  Any last minute applicants please speak to Darren or Debbie

Do you get a copy of the Parish Magazine each month. Catch up on the latest happenings at St Marys! Pick up a subscription form from the back of the church.

Footprints Rhyme time is changing!! The new look and times are launching on Friday, 8th May. Look out for details on posters and on our church socials.

ST. MARY'S OPEN BRANCH: Our next meeting is on Thursday 14th May at 8pm in the Parish Hall when courtesy of Roger Hance, an award winning photographer, we will be looking at "Nature Through The Seasons - Spring and Summer". Tickets for our Summer Lunch at Bentley Golf Club will be on sale and we will be holding a raffle to help boost our funds. Donations of prizes for the raffle would be appreciated. New members and visitors are always welcome at our meetings (£5 admission for visitors, refundable upon joining). Rosemary Eaton (205410).

CONFIRMATION SERVICE – 4pm, Sunday 14 June
We are warmly inviting adults and children in Year 6 and above, who along with their family, regularly attend worship to consider being Confirmed at 4pm on Sunday 14 June when we will be joined by Bishop Adam, Bishop of Bradwell. Confirmation is a special service in which a person confirms the promises that were made when they were baptised. If you were baptised or christened as a child, your parents and godparents made these promises on your behalf. At a Confirmation Service, adults and young people remake these promises for themselves and commit their life to following Jesus Christ and an ongoing relationship with his church. We will begin the Confirmation preparation process after Easter but it would be very helpful if you could let Darren know if you would be interested in taking part or would like more information.

FOODBANK: To make the  Foodbank donations' container more accessible and obvious it has been placed in the church  porch and is named The Trussell Truck.This should enable donations to be put in the truck more easily when entering the church. The Foodbank demand for donations is increasing and school holidays increase the demand. One small donation  can make a difference to a family struggling to feed hungry children. All non perishable items are gratefully received. Helen Dick.

The Cullis Bursary Fund
ARE YOU PLANNING TO GO TO UNIVERSITY THIS YEAR OR KNOW OF ANYONE WHO IS? IF SO, DON’T MISS OUT ON THE FOLLOWING OPPORTUNITY :-
Any student living in the borough of Brentwood who is planning to go to university is welcome to apply for this small bursary. Former candidates have eventually gone into medicine, teaching, law and the performing arts to name a few.  Many students have benefitted from the award which, incidentally, can be applied for in each year of study.
The Cullis Bursary was established in memory of Rev. W.H. Sargeant Cullis (1910 – 1946) who was Priest-in-Charge at St Mary’s from 1941 during World War 2.  Bill Cullis enjoyed supporting young people and, upon his untimely death at the age of 35, a fund was immediately set up to honour him by granting small sums of money to young people each year to help them train for their chosen careers.
Funds are modest but always welcome and can be used towards books and materials or other costs. If interested, please contact Tricia Dyke for more information and an application form.
Email : cullistricia@gmail.com
Mob:  07984413494 

DO YOU WEAR A HEARING AID IN CHURCH?
Just to make everybody aware that we do have a hearing loop system in church. If you use a hearing aid you should set it to the 'T' position to use the loop system. Please let one of the church wardens know if this is working for you.

SIGN-UP ROTAS: If you are willing to read a Bible passage during a service or serve refreshments after a 9.30am service, please sign up on the sheets on the pinboard at the back of church. Thank you.

YEAR’S MIND: a booklet in which the names of the departed, as requested, are recorded so that they can be included in the Prayers in church and in TheLink at the appropriate time. If you would like the name of a loved one to be recorded in this booklet and included in the Parish’s prayers, please inform Paul Betts of the person’s name and date of death in writing (to fulfil a legal requirement).

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE REGISTER & SIGNING UP FOR SERVICES: If you wish your attendance to be recorded for school admission purposes, please speak to Edna Grimble to be added to the school church attendance register. If you are on the school attendance register, please use the St Mary The Virgin Ticket Tailor page to book services:  https://buytickets.at/stmarythevirginshenfield  February’s copy of the Parish Magazine has two articles explaining the Electoral Roll and School Attendance Register if you would like to know more. Copies are available at the back of the church at a cost of £1. Alternatively, you may like to subscribe to the Parish Magazine on an annual basis to keep in touch with all that is going on at St Marys.

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM: We are now trying to increase our number of followers on Facebook and Instagram to make more people aware of all the great things going on at St Mary’s Church. If you are on Facebook, please follow us @StMarysShenfield or Instagram, @StMarysChurchShenfield. Please share our posts to help us widen our reach and encourage your friends to do the same. 

If you know anybody who is ILL, has had an ACCIDENT or is about to have / is recovering from an OPERATION who would like to be contacted, please inform a member of the Ministry Team so that we can arrange a call.


Please remember in your prayers
* Peace in the Middle East, especially in Iran, 
* An end to war in Ukraine and Sudan.
* Justice and respect for people of all races and creeds.
* The Prime Minister, the government, the opposition and our local MP.
[bookmark: _GoBack]* Within the wider Anglican Communion, The Church of North India (United).
* Darren, our Rector, and his family.
* The Standing Committee of the Parochial Church Council (PCC).
* St Mary’s School and Becket Keys Church of England School.
* The Shenfield Community, especially those living in Glanmead.
* CHRISTIANS AGAINST POVERTY (CAP):  committed to tackling the causes of poverty in their local area by partnering with local churches and providing free debt help and community groups (our Charity of the Month). 

* CHRISTIAN AID: which exists to create a world where everyone can live a full life, free from poverty (Christian Aid Week). 

* The patients and staff in Brentwood Community Hospital and other local hospitals.
* The residents and staff of Old Shenfield Place and other local care homes.
* The local Foodbanks and hubs, the volunteers and those who depend on them.
*  The sick & infirm, and those facing or recovering from surgery, especially, Maureen Beaver, Marion Cork, Clive Garrod, Ros Garrod, Nan Pulley, Jo Slater, Helen Smalley.
* Those caring for the sick and those supporting others in other ways.
* Those who have died, especially Molly Hoyle, their families and friends, and those we remember at this time, including David Hunt, Margaret Mitchell, Emmanuel Odunlami, Elizabeth Wenborn. 

Contacts and Information

Ministry Team
Revd Canon Darren Barlow  Rector                                      			01277 220360
Rector@StMarysChurch-Shenfield.org.uk
Canon (Emeritus) Paul Betts  Licenced Lay Minister                                              01277 228497
bmgardens68@msn.com

Churchwardens	
James Anderson                                                                  			07930 345278	
Debbie Catton                                                                                                 07889 489939

Baptism and Wedding enquiries
Please contact Laura Bazzoni (parishadmin@stmaryschurch-shenfield.org.uk)  	07464 202917

TheLink
Please give any information in writing to Paul Betts (bmgardens68@msn.com) and Darren Barlow (Rector@StMarysChurch-Shenfield.org.uk) by 12.00 noon on TUESDAY for the following Sunday.

Website                                                                                                       
Please visit the parish website for further information at… www.stmaryschurch-shenfield.org.uk
