 The Parish Church of St Mary the Virgin, Shenfield
THELINK

Sunday 20th September 2026
TheSixteenth Sunday after Trinity (Proper 20)
[Year A]

Please come to the Altar Rail and kneel or stand to receive Communion or a Blessing.
If you are coming forward for a blessing or prefer not to receive the wine from the chalice, please remain at the rail until after those administering the chalices have passed you. Please follow the directions of the Churchwarden.

An offertory collection will be received at all services.

Please stay after the Sunday 9.30am service for refreshments that will be served from the back of the church. 

8 am Holy Communion 
Celebrant: Revd Canon Darren Barlow
Server: Sam Critchley
Intercessions: Revd Canon Darren Barlow
Senior Sidesperson: James Anderson (Churchwarden)

Readings
Philippians 1.21-30: Abbie Wheeler
Matthew 20.1.16: Julie Church

9.30 am Family Communion with Baptism
Celebrant: Revd Tony Burford
[bookmark: _GoBack]Preacher, Baptism: Revd Canon Darren Barlow
Server/Crossbearer: Shefali Kulkarni
Intercessions: Pauline Sweetingham
 Senior Sidesperson: Sarah Barlow

Philippians 1.21-30: Mike Hawkins
Matthew 20.1.16: Helen Dick

We welcome for Baptism during this service
Finley Kerrigan and Cleo Salmon

Music
	Organist Suzanna Brooks 
	 

	Setting 
	Thorne 

	Processional Hymn 
	641 Glorious things of thee are spoken (omit v.3) 

	Gradual Hymn 
	629 Father, hear the prayer we offer 

	Offertory Hymn 
	650 Great is Thy faithfulness 

	Communion Anthem 
	Be still, for the presence of the Lord David Evans arr. Shephard

	Communion Hymns 
	678 In Christ alone my hope is found 
430 Bread of heaven, on thee we feed 

	Recessional Hymn 
	453 Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendour 



FOOTSTEPS CRECHE IN THE TURNER VESTRY (except on a First Sunday)
 TREKKERS IN THE TRITTON VESTRY (except on a First Sunday) (Term time only)

Thursday 24th September 2026
 11.00 am Holy Communion
Celebrant: Revd Canon Darren Barlow
Server: Pauline Sweetingham
Intercessions: Pauline Sweetingham
Senior Sidesperson: Ian Eaton

Readings
Philippians 1.21-30: Katy Bradbury
Matthew 20.1.16: Diana Lane

​Notices

Please help us by tidying your pew after the services. Now we do not have a caretaker who used to do most of the tidying and cleaning it is down to us all to help out a little. If you find yourself with an extra 10 mins after church one day there is a list of 'cleaning tasks' at the back of the church, several of which can be easily done in that time. Do please take a look. Thank you!

OUR NEXT TEA AND TOAST SOCIAL is being held on Monday, 21st September 9.30-11am in the choir vestry. If you haven't popped in before why not come and join us for a cuppa and toast.

We had a call from a lady who has moved into Sawyers Court in Shenfield recently, having had a stroke, and had to give up her car. She was wondering if there is anyone who passes that way and would be willing to pick her up and bring her to church and drop her home again. She would be willing to cover petrol costs. Please speak to Debbie if you would be interested in helping out with this request. Thank you.

AUTUMN is on its way! The dry weather has caused the leaves to fall early in the church car park and churchyard outside of the church. If anyone would be willing to use the petrol leaf blower to help tidy things up, it would be greatly appreciated. Please let Debbie know. Thank you.
 

Get a behind-the-scenes look at bell ringing at St Mary’s!

On Sunday 20th September, after the 9.30am service, the belfry will be open to visitors. Up the stairs at the back of the church is our ‘ringing chamber’ where your ringers perform each Sunday and practice each Friday afternoon. Come and meet members of our band and watch how the church bells are controlled. 

For those more adventurous, climb through the trapdoor to view the bells themselves, from our treble, the littlest bell at 3-and-a-half cwt (178kg) to our tenor, the biggest, weighing in at 7 cwt (356kg). 

We are looking for new recruits so come along and chat with people from your community who share a passion for this extraordinary, living art form. We need to keep the heritage of ringing at St Mary’s alive, so if you might be interested in joining us, come along on Sunday 20th!

Date and time: Sunday 20th September, after the 9.30am service until 1pm. 
Contact Beth Johnson Tower Captain on 0779 669 1520 or Nicola Stark on 
Numbers will be limited to four visitors per group ascending the tower, and children will need to be at least 8 years old. For our older visitors please ensure you are mobile and can manage the stairs. 
============================

Beth Johnson
CM14 4NN
Mobile: 0779 669 1520
Email: bethjohnson6710@gmail.com
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CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 2026 - Please note that we have needed to change the date this year for this annual event. The new date for the Bazaar is Saturday, 28th November,   10.30am -2pm at the Parish Hall. Please put this in your diary!

We are in the process of trying to onboard new members for our YOUNG CHURCH TEAM to help in Trekkers and Foot Steps as we are very short at the moment. if you have offered your help through the priorities leaflet we have been in touch with you. With this in mind, we have made the decision to cancel Foot Prints when we do not have enough volunteers. 

Do you get a copy of the Parish Magazine each month. Catch up on the latest happenings at St Marys! Pick up a subscription form from the back of the church.

DO YOU WEAR A HEARING AID IN CHURCH?
Just to make everybody aware that we do have a hearing loop system in church. If you use a hearing aid you should set it to the 'T' position to use the loop system. Please let one of the church wardens know if this is working for you.

SIGN-UP ROTAS: If you are willing to read a Bible passage during a service or serve refreshments after a 9.30am service, please sign up on the sheets on the pinboard at the back of church. Thank you.

FOODBANK: To make the Foodbank donations' container more accessible and obvious it has been placed in the church porch and is named The Trussell Truck. This should enable donations to be put in the truck more easily when entering the church. The Foodbank demand for donations is increasing and school holidays increase the demand. One small donation can make a difference to a family struggling to feed hungry children. All non-perishable items are gratefully received. Helen Dick.

YEAR’S MIND: a booklet in which the names of the departed, as requested, are recorded so that they can be included in the Prayers in church and in TheLink at the appropriate time. If you would like the name of a loved one to be recorded in this booklet and included in the Parish’s prayers, please inform Paul Betts of the person’s name and date of death in writing (to fulfil a legal requirement).

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE REGISTER & SIGNING UP FOR SERVICES: If you wish your attendance to be recorded for school admission purposes, please speak to Edna Grimble to be added to the school church attendance register. If you are on the school attendance register, please use the St Mary The Virgin Ticket Tailor page to book    services:  https://buytickets.at/stmarythevirginshenfield  February’s copy of the Parish Magazine has two articles explaining the Electoral Roll and School Attendance Register if you would like to know more. Copies are available at the back of the church at a cost of £1. Alternatively, you may like to subscribe to the Parish Magazine on an annual basis to keep in touch with all that is going on at St Mary’s.

TIME STANDS STILL FOR SHENFIELD! 
The school clock in the turret of St Mary’s school is a particularly fine example of a three train clock, made by Thwaites & Reed of Clerkenwell in 1893. The three ‘trains’ refer to the fact that one ‘train’ drives the clock; one drives the quarter hour chimes and the third drives the hour strikes. Indeed, it shares the same basic design as the one installed in the tower at Westminster known as Big Ben.  
Many long- term residents, ex-school pupils and teachers will remember the striking of the clock fondly, giving a village atmosphere to the area of Shenfield. 
It ran for some one hundred and twenty years until falling silent in 2012.  
The clock has recently received some long-overdue attention, but has, however been running rather erratically for the past month. It has become clear that the clock shows signs of requiring a full overhaul in order to work properly and serve the area for another hundred years. At this point, installation of night silencing and auto winders for the three trains could be facilitated. 
I would very much like to see the clock returned to full working- order, but this would be at considerable expense. The school itself rightly prioritises funding for educational purposes and would not be able to fund this work. 
If you would like to comment on the idea of reinstating the clock, share your memories of the chimes, or perhaps be part of a small team of individuals working towards the goal of reinstating this local historic asset, would you please email johnmchurch55@gmail.com with a subject line School Clock.     
John Church 

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM: We are now trying to increase our number of followers on Facebook and Instagram to make more people aware of all the great things going on at St Mary’s Church. If you are on Facebook, please follow us @StMarysShenfield or Instagram, @StMarysChurchShenfield. Please share our posts to help us widen our reach and encourage your friends to do the same. 

If you know anybody who is ILL, has had an ACCIDENT or is about to have / is recovering from an OPERATION who would like to be contacted, please inform a member of the Ministry Team so that we can arrange a call.

Please remember in your prayers
* Peace in the Middle East, especially in Iran and Lebanon, 
* An end to war in Ukraine and Sudan.
* Justice and respect for people of all races and creeds.
* The Prime Minister, the government, the opposition and our local MP.
* The Shenfield Community, especially those living in Rockleigh Court.
* Young people who have started\are starting a new term.
* Within the wider Anglican Communion, The Anglican Church of Australia.
* Darren, our Rector, and Revd Tony Burford, our Associate Priest.
* The Team of Servers, led by Paul Betts.
* St Mary’s School and Becket Keys Church of England School.
* BECKET KEYS CHURCH OF ENGLAND SECONDARY SCHOOL (our Charity of the Month).
* The patients and staff in Brentwood Community Hospital and other local hospitals.
* The residents and staff of Old Shenfield Place and other local care homes.
* The local Foodbanks and hubs, the volunteers and those who depend on them.
*  The sick & infirm, and those facing or recovering from surgery, especially, Marion Cork, Clive Garrod, Ros Garrod, Helen Jenkins, Rita Kemp, Nan Pulley, Jo Slater, Helen Smalley.
* Those caring for the sick and those supporting others in various ways.
* Those who have died, especially Frank Halford,  their families and friends, and those we remember at this time, especially Roger Butt and Derek Willmott.

Contacts and Information

Ministry Team
Revd Canon Darren Barlow  Rector                                      			01277 220360
Rector@StMarysChurch-Shenfield.org.uk
Revd Tony Burford  Associate Priest                                                              07500007479
rev.tony@stmaryschurch-shenfield,org.uk 
Canon (Emeritus) Paul Betts  Licenced Lay Minister                                              01277 228497
bmgardens68@msn.com

Churchwardens	
James Anderson                                                                  			07930 345278	
Debbie Catton                                                                                                 07889 489939

Baptism and Wedding enquiries
Please contact Laura Bazzoni (admin@stmaryschurch-shenfield.org.uk)  	          07464 202917

TheLink
Please give any information in writing to Paul Betts ((paul.betts@stmaryschurch-shenfield.org.uk) and Darren Barlow (Rector@StMarysChurch-Shenfield.org.uk) by 12.00 noon on TUESDAY for the following Sunday.

Website                                                                                                       
Please visit the parish website for further information at… www.stmaryschurch-shenfield.org.uk
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